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Kavli outreach officer 

❖ In post since October 2018

❖ 4 year position

❖ 50% of full time (shared with IoA)



Cambridge Science Festival

❖ Open day at KICC — Kavli 
researchers interact directly 
with public to share their 
research 

❖ Very popular event — typically 
~1200-1500 visitors during the 
day





Cambridge LaunchPad

❖ KICC is also a partner of 
Cambridge LaunchPad

❖ Host visiting schools for 
workshops designed around 
Kavli research themes

❖ Program designed to inspire 
young people, and address the 
significant gender gap which 
exists in STEM employment





Working with local schools

❖ We work intensively with local schools (>70 visits 
during 2018-19 academic year, >2000 pupils reached) 

❖ This involves both school groups visiting our 
department, and the Kavli outreach officer visiting 
classrooms to provide astronomy teaching sessions



Project ‘AstroEast’ Extending outreach across 
East Anglia



Project ‘AstroEast’

❖ Flagship Kavli-funded project to extend outreach efforts 
across East of UK

❖ Areas close to Cambridge show the deepest deprivation 
in education, skills and training



	 3	

	

1) Local	public	engagement:	reaching	areas	of	rural	deprivation	('Project	Fen')	

Cambridge	 is	 a	 scientifically-literate	 bubble	 that	 lies	 just	 to	 the	 south	 of	 areas	 of	 significant	 social	 and	
educational	 deprivation.	 This	 is	 clearly	 illustrated	 in	 Figure	 1,	which	 shows	 the	 distribution	 of	 deprivation	
specifically	 in	terms	of	education,	skills	and	training.	The	area	north	of	Cambridge,	known	as	the	"Fens",	 is	
clearly	 one	 of	 the	 most	 deprived	 in	 the	 whole	 UK.	 Despite	 the	 proximity	 of	 this	 socio-cultural	 divide	 to	
Cambridge,	the	University’s	Outreach	efforts	are	not	generally	directed	towards	this	area	of	rural	deprivation	
but	 tend	either	 to	 focus	on	the	 immediate	environs	or	else	on	deprived	areas	of	 the	nation’s	big	cities.	 In	
recent	 years,	 particularly	 after	 the	 socially-divisive	 Brexit	 referendum,	 there	 has	 been	 considerable	
discussion	of	 the	 societal	 fragmentation	 revealed	by	 such	 a	map	and	a	 growing	 awareness	 that	 there	 are	
communities	that	are	cut	off	from	a	culture	of	educational	opportunity.	
	

	
	Fig.1.	Distribution	of	 the	educational	deprivation	 in	 the	UK	(the	reddest	are	 the	most	deprived	areas).	
The	inset	shows	a	zoom	around	an	area	north	of	Cambridge,	known	as	the	"Fens",	which	is	the	largest	
area	of	deepest	deprivation	in	the	UK	in	terms	education,	skills	and	training,	but	also	over	a	wider	range	
of	 parameters	 (e.g.,	 income,	 employment,	 impact	 on	 children,	 etc.).	 Source:	 Ministry	 of	 Housing,	
Communities	and	Local	Government	(http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html).	

	
Astronomy	provides	the	perfect	vehicle	for	educational	Outreach:	with	its	strong	visual	appeal	it	is	probably	
the	 scientific	 discipline	 that	most	 readily	 lends	 itself	 to	 engagement	with	 the	most	 varied	 audiences.	 The	
IoA’s	hugely	successful	Outreach	programme	is	very	broad	based	in	terms	of	its	target	demographic	and	has	
been	conspicuously	successful	in	engaging	with	community	groups	of	all	ages	within	the	City	of	Cambridge.	
However,	in	the	past	this	programme	has	not	been	extended	to	the	Fen	region	but	it	has	been	structured	in	
response	 to	 local	 demand.	 We	 now	 believe	 that	 the	 time	 is	 ripe	 to	 launch	 a	 new	 flagship	 programme	



AstroEast

❖ Outreach initiative to 
systematically target schools 
across the fens, working with 
children making decisions 
about further study

❖ Using astronomy outreach as a 
positive agent for societal 
transformation  








